There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it treats its
children.” — Nelson Mandela,
I saw this quote many years ago and I never quite had an understanding of the depth of its
meaning until my love story with Kambuzuma drop in centre began some years ago. We
again find ourselves in interesting times in Zimbabwe, the local currency has began its fast
trot downward tumbling out of control. Electricity and water availability have become songs
of yester-year. Again we are faced with the tough economy which we cannot seem to get a
grip of.
When this started again, I was worried, what would become of the Children at the centre
who continue to increase steadily (on one particular day we ended up feeding 82 children).
Such is the desperation that has become us. Schools, churches, local authorities, the police
all send a child our way. The hope is that perhaps, perhaps this child can get just one week
of food whilst they look for alternatives.
Again children have been robbed of innocence, their ability to dream and their ability to just
be children is gone because now they stare in hungers eyes, and the shame that their
parents and the community has is almost tangible everywhere.
In all this there is hope for some. The small Oasis that was started in 2007 called the KAITEKambuzuma drop in centre has stood the test of time. Here children can dream, play and
hope. For this small group of children life has not completely changed. Their safety net is
still there. They have seen more than a child should see. The loss of parents, sickness, abuse,
neglect and hunger . It is then left to us to remind them they are still children and to assure
them that we will continue as much as we can to give them some semblance of normalcy.

The 'babies' of the centre

Before I continue to go astray let me welcome you to this newsletter for the Kambuzuma
drop-in centre. Firstly allow me to express my sincere gratitude for the support that you
have given us over the years we would not be where we are without your individual and
collective support.
Now into the updates;
The last time we spoke, we talked about the revamp of the centre. We put in a new paint
colour (a nice peach on the top and brown at the bottom) and we painted the inside of the
rooms white. This fresh look is not only pretty to look at but there is warmth that comes
with it. The white interior makes the rooms light and accessible.

The inside of the centre painted white

We added some flowers on the porch…… just to make it more homely.

Flowers on Porch
Storage room interior

Please drop us an email and tell us what you think of
the revamp
The garden
Due to water shortages, our garden had become run down, we have managed to revive the
garden and it slowly getting to full capacity use. We have had to use various water saving
techniques to make sure that the water we have goes far.
There is nothing as nice as consuming your own vegetables. Planting vegetables and
nurturing them as they grow is therapeutic and the garden has become a place where our
children enjoy working and learning from and most importantly eating from.

Mulching of the garden to prevent moisture loss

vegetables in garden

We managed to pay all the fees for all the children and they have been attending school
regularly with no incidence. This is the last term before exams so the emphasis has been on
studying.

This time we wanted to do something different, so we decided to give you a profile of one
child (we will be doing so with different children every report) So that you get to know us
more.










Kimberly Mlambo
11 years old Grade six
When she grows up she
wants to become a doctor
Class position in last terms
exams 1 out of 42
Fun fact about Kimberly (
she became a school
prefect at the age of 9, the
youngest the school has
ever appointed
Favorite subject is
Kimberly Mlambo
maths
Loves soccer but by
her own admission her passion does not match her skill
Favorite Novel- Monster High

Whats next…….?
We are currently in the middle of preparing for the annual excursion and instead of going to
the Usual Lake Chivero, we will be going to Lake Kariba.
So watch this space for updates.
From me, the staff at the drop in centre and the children from Kambuzma drop-in centre it
is goodbye for now and thank you for everything.
With warm regards,
Shamiso

